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Investment

Porto





The local innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem is becoming increasingly 
vibrant, attracting both local and international high-tech startups.

The growth in tourism, investment and entrepreneurship has also boosted 
property demand and urban regeneration in Porto, with the number of building 
rehabilitation projects skyrocketing in recent years.

InvestPorto, established in 2015 by the Mayor of Porto, Rui Moreira, acts as a 
one-stop shop for investors at all phases of the investment process, offering 
services such as personalized and tailor-made assistance which optimises 
internal cooperation in order to enhance investment processes; support to inter-
institutional coordination and cooperation with regional and national entities; 
information and intelligence; assistance in identifying suitable business partners 
and premises; talent attraction; and aftercare service. Its mission is to contribute 
to a more competitive business environment and to attract investment, both 
domestic and foreign, to the city of Porto.

Rising from the late 2000s’ economic 
crisis, Porto has become a hotspot for 
international investments in recent years.  
The city is undergoing a huge touristic and 
investment boom. Porto was awarded the 
title of European Best Destination in 2012, 
2014 and 2017 and the inflow of tourists has 
been growing tremendously. From 2013 to 
2016 the number of jobs created by foreign 
investors grew by more than 300% in Porto 
and Northern Portugal, which was the 
region with the most foreign investments  
in Portugal in 2016 and 2017. 



3.1 M 
tourists in 2017 
(metropolitan area)

68%
foreign tourists

12.3%
CAGR from 2014 

10.3% 
RevPar growth in 
2018 (No. 1 city 
in Europe)

5.9 M 
overnight stays in 2017 
(metropolitan area)

13.4 %
CAGR from 2014

11.9 M
passengers in Porto 
airport in 2018

14.6% 
CAGR from 2014

A CITY ON THE 
MOVE
TOURISM
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1650
urban regeneration 
projects licensed in 
Greater Porto Area 
between 2014 and 
Q1 2018 

48%
approved in 2017

1,000,000 m2
of area licensed in 
Greater Porto Area 
between 2014 and 
Q1 2018 

900,000 m2
of projects awaiting 
approval in Greater 
Porto Area at the end 
of Q1 2018

32%
growth in average 
housing prices 
between 2013 and 
2017

500 M€
real estate investment 
in Greater Porto Area 
between 2010 and 
2017

250 M€
investment 
in completed 
properties in Porto 
district in 2017

 60%
foreign investment  
in 2017

URBAN REGENERATION 
/ REAL ESTATE
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BUSINESS  
ENVIRONMENT

FRIENDLY
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“Porto has a vibrant ecosystem 
that includes both public 
authorities and private 
enterprises that are actually 
using the city as a living lab to 
try out all sorts of solutions that 
can improve people’s lives.” 

João Barros, CEO of Veniam

“We chose Porto and this 
region for what it offers: 
human and other resources, 
lifestyle, energy and youth in 
abundance, which are essential 
factors to attract and influence 
the most qualified talents.”

Gonçalo Quadros, CEO  
of Critical Software 

Companies choose Porto due to its highly qualified 
talent, world-class innovation, state-of-the-art 
infrastructure and accessibility, strategic location, 
excellent quality of life, and cost competitiveness.

Porto is an emerging hub for 21st century companies. It is home to Portugal’s leading high-
tech companies and start-ups, such as BLIP, Farfetch, Critical Software, Feedzai, Talkdesk, 
Veniam and Sword Health. They have caught international media’s attention and have 
been listed among the most promising businesses in the world. It has also attracted fast-
growing international startups such as Applied Blockchain, Skeeled and Bottlebooks. 

FRIENDLY Multinationals like Adidas, 
Bouygues Telecom, Natixis and 
Euronext have found in Porto the  
best place to set up relevant  
centres serving their  
headquarters.

Portugal is considered a case study in e-government by the United Nations. The 
SIMPLEX programme has digitalized and simplified many public administrative services, 
making life easier for citizens. It takes just 46 minutes to set up a company and one day 
to register a property. 
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3rd Best City
 

to Invest in Southern 
Europe (fDi 
Intelligence 2014/15)

3rd
 

fastest growing 
tech hub in Europe 
(Atomico 2018)

8th
medium-sized 
European city in 
FDI strategy (fDi 
Intelligence 2018/19)

FDI Strategy Awards
 

Project Wins & 
Incentives (fDi 
Intelligence 2018)
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Best
Start-up 
Friendly City of 
Europe (World 
Excellence 
Award 2018/
World Business 
Angels 
Investment 
Forum)

2350 
companies 
established 
in 2018

33%
growth from 
2016 to 2018 
in the number 
of companies 
established 

32% 
of Top 25 
Portuguese 
scaleups 2012-
2017 are based  
in Porto 
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“We chose Porto eight years ago because of the largest 
university in Portugal being renowned in the area of engineering. 
This worked out very well and we grew a lot. It is a great team 
and they have really good education here. That is not only good 
for us but also for the companies that are here in Porto and in the 
region.” 

Dirk Elias, Director of Fraunhofer Portugal

“We chose Porto among 99 cities due to the quality of technical 
schools and the engineers available in a vast range of areas, 
the level of English, and the working method which is based on 
rigour, flexibility and focus on objectives.”  

Jorge Magalhães, Senior Vice-President & Global Engineering Design Centres of Vestas

In Porto companies find a dynamic business 
climate and innovation ecosystem. The city hosts a 
considerable number of prestigious R&D centres which 
have established formal programmes with reputed 
organisations such as MIT, UT Austin, Carnegie Mellon 
University, and Harvard Medical School.

The excellence in R&D and innovation enabled Porto to attract the first subsidiary of 
the Fraunhofer Institute outside Germany and the Engineering Design Centre of Vestas 
supporting its global product portfolio. 

CENTRE OF 
INNOVATION
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#1 
city in Portugal 
in patent filing at 
European Patent 
Office

INNOVATION
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200 

institutions 
with R&D in the 
Metropolitan 
Area

9000
researchers 
in the 
Metropolitan 
Area

12th
country in 
Europe in 
terms of quality 
of scientific 
research 
institutions
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TALENT
In Porto one can find a highly educated, multilingual, 
multicultural, flexible, open, and committed workforce 
that is well suited to the challenges of today’s 
knowledge-based economy. 

Porto´s workforce is underpinned by a world-class education system and attracts students 
and researchers from all over the world.

The city, packed full of talent and creativity, has become an ideal location to grow 
successful businesses.

“The talent of postgraduates 
in Portugal and in the Porto 
region, in particular in 
engineering, is impressive. The 
cost of labour is equal to or less 
than that in Belfast.” 

Stéphane Boujnah, CEO and Chairman of 
the Managing Board of Euronext

“The reason why we work here 
is because we have access to 
great talent. Language skill is 
good which is very important 
for us.” 

Paul Cutter, CTO of BLIP
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TALENT

19th
country in the world 
in English Proficiency 
Index 2018

Best
university in Portugal 
in several rankings – 
University of Porto

LARGEST
polytechnic institute 
in Portugal – Porto 
Polytechnic

27%
of the population in 
Porto has a higher 
education degree

170,000
students enrolled 
in higher education 
institutions in Porto’s 
Macro-Region

72%
of Portuguese 
population (18-64 
years old) speak 
at least 1 foreign 
language
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Strategic Masterplan of the Eastern Area of Porto 

Matadouro (Reconversion of former Porto Slaughterhouse)

Campanhã Intermodal Transport Terminal

Porto Innovation District

Bolhão Market

Rosa Mota Pavilion

Monte da Bela Affordable Housing Project

Quartel de Monte Pedral Affordable Housing Project

Porto Major Projects

Porto Innovation District 
•  Transformation of a campus area into an integrated 

innovation district dedicated to academia and 
research

• 50,000 talented people in one square kilometre
•  66,500 daily users (including students, researchers, 

staff, patients and hospital visitors), equivalent to 31% 
of Porto´s population

• 23 education, research & health institutions
• 53 R&D centres 
• 5,000 researchers

Quartel de Monte Pedral Affordable 
Housing Project
• 25,000 m² land area 
• 50,500 m² gross construction area
• 44,400 m² housing area 
• 370 apartments (different sizes, 250 

with capped rent)
• Capacity for 1,100 people
• 3,300 m² student residence with 100 

beds
• 2,800 m² shops
• 52 M€ total investment
• Conclusion expected in 2022

Monte da Bela Affordable Housing Project
• 28,900 m² land area
• 25,600 m2 gross construction area 
• 24,000 m² housing area
• 1600 m2 equipment/facility
• 230 apartments (150 with capped rent)
• Capacity for 700 people
• 24.7 M€ total investment
• Conclusion expected in 2022

Campanhã Intermodal Transport Terminal
•  Construction of the bus terminal and 

corresponding interface with the railway and 
the metro, and rearrangement/ rehabilitation 
of the surrounding public space 

•  Key project in the regeneration of the 
Eastern Area of Porto

• Total investment of 14 million euros
• Conclusion expected in 2021

Matadouro (Reconversion of former Porto Slaughterhouse)
•  Cluster of creative and high-tech companies in IT software 

services, digital media, and gaming 
•  Anchor facility in the rehabilitation of the Eastern Area of Porto 
• and the enhancement of the city’s international image
•  20,000 m2 construction area including offices, cultural 

facilities, food laboratories, and social areas
• 40 million euro estimated total investment
• Direct access to metro station
• Expected opening in 2021

Rosa Mota Pavilion
•  Rehabilitation and reconversion of the 

existing pavilion into a multi-functional centre 
• Expected opening in 2019

Bolhão Market
•  Rehabilitation of the local fresh food market 
• Project conclusion expected in 2020

Strategic Masterplan of the Eastern Area of Porto 
• Urban regeneration programme covering 8 km2 
•  Main projects - reconversion of former Porto 

Slaughterhouse (Matadouro), Campanhã Intermodal 
Transport Terminal, new Bridge over the Douro 
river and respective access routes, new roads in the 
Corujeira Area, new business areas in Freixo and 
around Campanhã Train Station, further rehabilitation 
of existing housing complexes, development of 
affordable housing units
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The Strategic Masterplan of the Eastern Area of Porto sets out an urban regeneration 
programme covering 8 km2 which is equivalent to 20% of the city’s territory. The 
main projects are the reconversion of former Porto Slaughterhouse (Matadouro), 
Campanhã Intermodal Transport Terminal, new Bridge over the Douro river and 
respective access routes, new roads in the Corujeira Area, and new business areas 
in Freixo and around Campanhã Train Station. The programme also includes further 
rehabilitation of existing housing complexes and development of affordable housing units.

Porto Innovation District, located in the Asprela area of the city, is a territorial specialization 
project particularly dedicated to academia and research. Creativity and science, 
knowledge and community, investment and talent, all these elements are part of the plan 
which aims at transforming this area into a coherent and integrated innovation district.   

New designated urban rehabilitation areas (ARU’s) are being added to existing ones, 
reaching nine in total which cover 34% of the city’s territory. Rehabilitation projects in 
these areas enjoy exemption from or reduction in municipal taxes. Public spaces in the 
city’s key areas and streets are also being regenerated as a catalyst for urban rehabilitation. 
In addition, “Rua Direita” programme will rehabilitate 88 streets in Porto covering 15 km 
by 2021. 

Other major projects in Porto include the rehabilitation of Bolhão fresh food market and the 
rehabilitation and reconversion of Rosa Mota Pavilion into a multi-functional event centre, 
and two affordable housing projects – Quartel de Monte Pedral and Monte da Bela.

MAJOR 
PROJECTS

Porto Innovation District/ Institute of Research and 
Innovation of Porto University - i3S

Matadouro (Reconversion of former 
Porto Slaughterhouse)
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MAJOR 
EVENTS
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Besides local festivals, more and more international 
events choose Porto. The city is becoming a top 
international event destination. 

São João festival 
(Festival of St John) 
major street festival with over six centuries of 
history that attracts thousands of visitors, June 
each year

NOS Primavera Sound
one of the top 10 music festivals in Europe 
according to The Guardian, June each year

MEO Marés Vivas 
largest music festival in Northern Portugal, July 
each year

Serralves contemporary 
art festival
combining music, dance, theatre, performing art 
and contemporary circus by artists from all over 
the world, June each year

Essência do Vinho 
the most important wine fair in Portugal with 
more than 20,000 visitors, February each year

QSP Summit
one of the most relevant marketing and 
management conferences in Europe, March 
each year

FIN Portugal
a large international business fair and forum 
between China and Spanish/Portuguese 
speaking countries, June each year

EuroSys - 
European Conference on 
Computer Systems
13th edition held in Porto in April 2018

European Conference on 
Protective Clothing (ECPC) 
8th edition held in Porto in May 2018

International Union of Shoe 
Industry Technicians (UITIC) 
Congress 
20th edition held in Porto in May 2018

IEEE Vehicular Technology 
Conference (VTC) 
87th edition held in Porto in June 2018

Toll Meeting Congress 
international event in cellular innate immunity, 
2018 edition held in Porto in June

International Congress on 
Ambulatory Surgery (IAAS)
13th edition to be held in Porto in May 2019

International Textile 
Manufacturers Federation 
(ITMF) Congress
2019 edition to be held in Porto in October 
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MAJOR 
FACILITIES
Porto Airport
2nd Best airport in Europe 
in 2017, around 12 million 
passengers per year, only 15km 
from the city centre.

Porto Harbour 
(Leixões)
Over 18 million tons of cargo per 
year, logistics platform covering 
60 hectares, 2km from the airport, 
10km from the city centre.

Campanhã Intermodal  
Transport Terminal
14M€ total investment, 
construction to finish in 2021, 
integrates buses, trains, metro, 
taxis, and highways, with new 
access roads and parking lots.

Matadouro 
Cluster of creative and high-
tech companies in IT software 
services, digital media, and 
gaming. Opening expected 
in 2021.

Rosa Mota Pavilion
Rehabilitation and reconversion of 
the existing pavilion into a multi-
functional centre with a capacity 
of 6000 people for conference 
and over 9000 people for concert. 
Expected opening in 2019.

São Bento Train 
Station
Train station located in the city 
centre of Porto.

Dragon Stadium
Capacity for 50,000 people.

Alfândega Porto 
Congress Centre
Capacity for 3000 people. 

New Bridge over the 
Douro river
250 meters long. Expected 
conclusion in 2022.

University Campus
Transformation of a campus area 
into an integrated innovation 
district dedicated to academia 
and research.

Casa da Música
Main auditorium with capacity for 
over 1200 people.

Serralves Museum of 
Contemporary Art
Over 500,000 visitors per year. 
Cultural reference in the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

Porto Airport

Casa da Música

Porto Harbour 

Dragon Stadium 
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São Bento Train Station

Porto Airport

Porto Harbour (Leixões)

Campanhã Intermodal Transport Terminal

Matadouro 

Rosa Mota Pavilion

São Bento Train Station

Dragon Stadium

Alfândega Porto Congress Centre

New Bridge over the Douro river

University Campus

Casa da Música

Serralves Museum of Contemporary Art

Major Facilities
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 “In recent years, Porto has become a very dynamic and 
competitive location in the tech scene. Thanks to its universities 
and the large number of young, international talent, the city is 
experiencing a boom. We see Porto as the right location to grow 
our software development capacity further.” 

Jens Pape, CTO of Xing SE

“At HB Fuller, our expanding Portuguese team has quickly 
gained a reputation for professional expertise, high energy, 
quick learning and cross-functional teamwork. I am delighted by 
the quality of the people we can attract and how fast they have 
developed.” 

Malcolm Grey, Finance Director EIMEA, H.B. Fuller Europe

Porto is highly competitive in a number of strategic 
sectors, including ICT, Nearshore Services, Advanced 
Engineering, Technologies and Materials, Creative 
Industries, Health and Life Sciences, and Mobility 
Industries. Other industries such as wine, agro-food 
and real estate also present investors with attractive 
investment opportunities.

Porto has successfully attracted major technology and service centres of prestigious 
international companies, such as Euronext, Natixis, Sodexo, Vestas, BNP Paribas, Bosch, 
Xing, Webhelp, Sitel, Linde, Siemens, Adidas and H.B. Fuller.

CENTRE OF 
COMPETITIVENESS
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CENTRE OF 
COMPETITIVENESS
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ICT

Top R&D institutes - INESC-TEC, Institute of 
Telecommunications, Fraunhofer (first international 
subsidiary); Porto Tech Hub comprised of leading ICT 
companies such as BLIP, Farfetch, Critical Software, 
Euronext, Bosch, Xing

COMPETITIVENESS
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Nearshore 
Services 

Major technology and service centres 
of prestigious international companies, 
such as Natixis, Euronext, Sodexo, 
Vestas, BNP Paribas, Bosch, Webhelp, 
and Sitel 

Advanced 
Engineering, 
Technologies 
and Materials

Home to the Production Technologies 
Cluster (PRODUTECH) with the 
presence of world-class entities and 
firms; Leading research institutes such  
as INEGI 

Creative 
Industries 

Strong textile, footwear and creative 
content production clusters in Northern 
Portugal; home to two Pritzker prize-
winning architects (Álvaro Siza Vieira 
and Eduardo Souto Moura)

Health & Life 
Sciences 

Largest health research centre in Portugal 
(i3S); best hospitals of the country (C.H. 
Porto and C.H. São João) 

Mobility 
Industries

Leading research and innovation centre 
in Portugal (CEIIA), which has provided 
engineering and product development 
services for clients such as BMW, VW, 
Jaguar, PSA, Siemens, Embraer
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OF LIFE
QUALITY

Porto City Park
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“Quality of life was a factor 
that differentiated Porto 
from other European cities, 
due to the important weight 
it has nowadays in choosing 
a job by the new generation 
of people. Porto offers a 
balanced combination of 
these factors and has proven 
to be the ideal location to 
develop our new project.” 

Nathalie Risacher, Senior 
Country Manager of Natixis 
Portugal

“Porto was chosen as the 
location of our new center 
for the excellent quality of 
life it provides, the great 
accessibility to main 
European capitals, and the 
easiness to attract highly 
qualified human resources. It’s 
an attractive city and it will be 
easy to attract other people of 
the company to live here.” 

Benedita Miranda, Country 
Manager Portugal of Sitel

“Porto is a developing city 
with a lot of potential in 
terms of education and 
training, culture, history, 
nice weather, amazing food, 
friendly and welcoming 
people. A city where we 
can find quality of life and 
the possibility of a balance 
between professional, social 
and family life, which are 
very important concepts 
for Sodexo as world leader 
providing quality of life 
services. “ 

Diana Alves, Human 
Resources Manager of Sodexo 
Business Services Porto

Porto is not only a good place to invest, but also a good one to live, work and enjoy a unique 
quality of life. Safe, sunny, with a rich culture and heritage resulting from nine centuries of history, 
and with a high quality of health services, international schools and vibrant cultural life, Porto 
offers many benefits for expatriates.

Porto is home to prestigious international schools: Oporto British School, Lycée Français 
International de Porto, Deutsche Schule zu Porto, and CLIP - The Oporto International School.

QUALITY Porto is a city open to foreign cultures and 
known for its capacity to welcome, integrate 
and make anyone feel at home.

Gondarém Beach Douro River
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Best
European Destination 
2012, 2014 & 2017

QUALITY
OF LIFE
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2
UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Sites - Historic 
Center & 
Douro Wine 
Valley

2nd
country in 
the world in 
the Migrant 
Integration 
Policy Index

4th
most peaceful 
country in the 
world according 
to Global Peace 
Index

2nd
place in Time 
Out City Life 
Index 2018
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“Porto and its region have traditionally been an industrial 
and technological hub, and a driver of the Portuguese 
economy. But today, perhaps more than ever in its 
history, Porto has a vibrant and fast-growing ecosystem 
of knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurship, and has 
become a hotspot for national and foreign investments  
in recent years.

Stimulating the economic development of Porto is a 
cornerstone of my executive programme. The attraction 
of investment is at the forefront of this strategic objective.

I set up InvestPorto with the mandate of attracting 
investment to the city, and of accompanying and 
supporting all investors that believe in the undeniable 
competitive advantages that Porto has to offer. In our 
city you will find talent of very high caliber, a vibrant 
ecosystem of innovation and knowledge, a strategic 
location in Western Europe and in the Transatlantic  
Axis, world class infrastructure and competitive costs  
in a context of unique quality of life.

Porto is an ideal location for 21st century companies 
to establish businesses aimed at the most demanding 
markets in the world. We challenge you to Invest in Porto 
and seek unexplored opportunities in new territories. 
Welcome to Porto.”

Rui Moreira, Mayor of Porto



Invest Porto.
T. +351 222 097 027

invest.porto@cm-porto.pt
investporto.pt

linkedin.com/investporto

More project 
info here


